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devotion, and later his daughter's, he was able
to return to Paris and see all set right again.

When he wrote lamenting Mme Poisson's death
in 1745, Barbier said; she was one of the most
beautiful women in Paris, and one of the most
intelligent. Most memoirs of the time are similarly
appreciative; they also give accounts of the lady's
amorous intrigues which for a long time were the
delight of the chronicles of Paris, and of which
the most renowned were those with Paris-de-
Montemartel and Lenormand de Tourneheim.

Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson was born at the end
of 1721 and had a careful education. She was a
boarder at the Ursuline Convent at Poissy, and her
liveliness and kindness and sweetness won the
friendship of all who had to do with her. As a
girl she studied dancing with Guibaudet, singing
with Pierre Jeliotte and theatrical art with Crebillon
and Lanoue; and she learned to put their counsel
and advice to a good use. Francois Boucher and
Jacques Guay had the pleasure of teaching her
painting, sketching and engraving on fine stone.
A familiar of Mme de Tencin's salons and of the
Hotel d'Angervilliers Jeanne-Antoinette met a
group of "writers, philosophers and artists whose
conversation she valued; among those who initiated
her in the fine arts Voltaire and Bernis held the
first place.

On 9th March 1741 her marriage with Charles
Guillaume Lenormant, Lord d'Etioles and M. de
Tournehem's nephew, brought her into a family
of the highest rank and one that was well-to-do